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had got his workf'complete'd; the
formulae, penciledout, .were on
his table. I knevr by the relaxation.Of all'periods' this Is the
ono^most dangerous to the .humanspirit."
He sat. silent for a moment, his

big Angers moving on the arms
of the chair.

"I knew," ho added. Then he
went on: "But' It was the one
thing against which I could not
protect him. The test'was to be
permitted."
He turned sharply toward mo,the folfla nf Mb

"Excellency!" he"- cried. "I
would have saved the Master, I
would have Bayed him with mysoul's damnation, but it was not
permitted. On that first night In
the Italian's tent I said all I
could."

His voice went Into a highernote.
"Twice, for the Master, I have

been checked- and reduced in
merit. For that bias I was myselfencircled. I was In an agonyof spirit when I knew that the
thing was. beginning, to advance,
but my very-will to aid was at the
time environed."

His voice doscended.
He sat motionless, as thoughtho whole bulk of him were devitalized,and maintained Its outlineonly by the IncIoBing frame

of tho chair.
"It began. Excellency, on an

August night. There Is a chill in
these mountains at sunset. I had
put wood into the fireplace, and
llghted .it, and' . .was about the
house. The Master, as I have
said, had worked, out his formulae.
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out. I was placing the Master's
bed-candle on the: table In the'
hall, when I heard hlB voice ... .1
You have read'it,-Excellency, as!
tho scriveners wrote it down beforethe Judge."
He paused.
"It was an exclamation of Burprice,of astonishment. Then I

heard the Master get us softly
and go over to the fireplace. ...

Presently, he returned. Ho got a
new cigar, Excellency, clipped it
and lighted It. I could hear the
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astonished. This time, Excellency,he got up swiftly,and crossedthe room: to the fireplace.' I
could hear, him distinctly.: There
was the sound at one-tapping on
metal, thumping it, as-with the
Angers."
He stopped again,' for a brief

moment, as In reflection.
"It was then that the Master

unlocked the door and asked for
the Itanae i' tT« l-Jl a.J av.
tuu I1I4UUI. uu lUUICAlOU lllti
cotirt record In my, pocket. "I
brought it, a goblet ot brandy,with some carbonated water. He
drank It all without putting down
the glass. i His face was
strange, Excellency. ... Then he
looked at me.

" 'Pot a log on the Are,' he
said.

"I went In and .added wood to
the ilrq and came out.
"The Master remained In the

doorway; he reentered.. When X
came out, and closed .the .door bohindhim. . . There was a long silencealter that; then I heard the
voice, permitted, to the. deroca.
tion, thin, metallic, offering thebarter to the Master. It began,and ceased because the Master
was on his feet and before the
fireplace. I 'heard him swear
again, and presently return to his
place by the table."
The big Oriental lifted his face
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walking on the grayel before the
door. He would walk the full
length of the house and return.
The. night was clear; there was a
chill in It, and every sound was
audible. s.

"That was all. Excellency. The
Master returned a little later1 and
ascended to his bedroom iar
usual." ' ''iThen he added:

"la was when! I went In to put
wood-on the fire that I saw the
footprint on the hearth.". r

There was a force, cbmpelllngand vivid, In these meager details,and severe 'suppression of
things, big and tragic. No elaborationcould have equaled, In et-
fe'ct, the Vlrtue"ot"'thlB restraint.
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with the story. s
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It was the report of the experts
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ndlsturbed; Sbe throat of the
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